W Ask local law enforcement for a free home
securiry survey.

ConsipEr AN ALARM

Alarms can be a good investment, especially if
vou have many valuables in your home, or live
in an isolated area or one with a history of
break-ins.

B Check with several companies before you
buy so you can decide what level of
security fits your needs. Do business with
an established company and check
references before signing a contract.

B Learn how to use your system properly!
Don't *cry wolf" by setting off false alarms.
People will stop paying attention and you'll
probably be fined.

B Some less expensive options...a sound-
detecting socket that plugs into a light
fixture and makes the light flash when it
detects certain noises, motion sensing out-
door lights that turn on when someone
approaches, or lights with photo cells that
turn on when it's dark and off when it's
light.

BURGLARS DO MORE THAN STEAL

Burglars can commit rapes, robberies, and
assaults if they are surprised by someone
coming home or pick a home that is occupied.

B 1f something looks questionable — a slil
screen, a broken window or an open door
— don't go in. Call the police from a
neighbor's house or a public phonc.

B At night, if you think you hear someone
breaking in, leave safely if you can, then
call police. If you can't leave, lock yourself
in a room with a phone and call police. If
an intruder is m your room, pretiend you
are asleep.

B Guns are responsible for many accidental
deaths in the home every year. Think
carefully before buying a gun, If you do
own one, learn how to store it and use it
safely.

TAKE A STAND !

.Au B Join a Neighborhood Watch group. If one
doesn't exist, you can start one with help
from local law enforcement.

B Never leave a2 message on your answering
machine that indicates you may be away
from home. Rather than saying “I'm not at
home right now,” say “I'm not available
right now.”

B wWork with neighbors and local government
to organize community clean-ups The
cleaner your neighborhood, the less
attractive it is to crime,

m TAHKE A BITE DUT OF

Crime Prevention Tips from
National Crime Prevention Council
1700 K Street, NW, Second Floor
Washington, DC 20006-3817

and

The Natonal Cdizens' Crima Prevention Campaign, sponsared
by the Crime Prevention Coaldion of America, is substantially
funded by the Bureau of Justice Asssiance, Office of Justice
Programs, U.S. Department of Justice
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